A rhino wearing one
of the blankets

Ronnie the duck with his
special recognition award

Recognition for Ronnie’s
recovery after fox attack
Wheelchair-using duck nursed back to health against the odds after
a near-fatal fox attack thanks to owner’s love and determination

their kindness. People you know
don’t have much money who will
still give and donate to us.
“Every single penny we raise
goes to the beneficiaries which is
what makes us different to a big
charity, we run on good will.”
She’s using the platform to raise
awareness about other animals
too and how our planet is in dire
need of help.
“It’s so depressing watching
how our planet is going and
we’re losing animals left, right
and centre. It’s not just rhinos,
we’ve also tried to help with
pangolins.
“Even species that weren’t
endangered before, like
giraffes, are now – so if you do
nothing it makes you feel sad
and depressed. At least if you can
channel that energy into

something positive you know
you’ve done something good.”
It’s not just baby rhinos who are
benefitting from the charity, its
members are too.
“A lot of people have said being
part of this has changed their
lives, it’s given them a purpose
and given them something
to do.
“I’m really grateful for
winning this award on
behalf of the charity,
it’s not a one man
show, it’s a huge
group effort.
“The response
has been
phenomenal.”

Vet Elisa Best with the award

■■ See blanketsfor
babyrhinos.org for
more information.

Phuket’s streets
“We helped put an end to the dog
meat business and the trade of dogs
from Thailand to Vietnam, as well as
the local consumption and skinning
of dogs for fur.”
Hundreds of thousands of dogs
and cats have been neutered since
Soi Dog Foundation’s inception,
including more than 80% of the
stray dog population in Phuket.
In 2019, the foundation achieved
more than 100,000 spay/neuter
procedures and is now neutering
and vaccinating more stray animals
than any other organisation in the
world.
They also run the largest and most
comprehensive dog and cat hospital in Asia.
Gill passed away in 2017 but John is committed
to carrying on their commitment to the street
animals of Thailand.
Coronavirus has affected the tourism trade of
Phuket, meaning many people with dogs have
fled the island to find other work and left their
animals behind.
But John says the generosity of supporters has

John and Gill Dalley with
some four-legged friends
kept the charity afloat.
“Thanks to all of our wonderful supporters in
the UK and around the world, we have managed
to keep our doors open,” he says.
“I made a pledge not to close our doors to
animals that needed us. I’m accepting this award
on behalf of all of you.
“I want to thank everybody who supported
us. I am just sad Gill can’t be here to share it
with you.”

Ronnie, a three-year-old black
Cayuga duck, was the sole survivor
of a fox attack that killed his best
friend Reggie and girlfriend
Cagney. He suffered two broken
ribs and spine damage, leaving him
unable to walk.
His devastated owner Susannah
Lovegrove, who pulled him from
the fox’s jaws, was advised that he
might have to be euthanised.
But determined to give her
beloved pet a second chance,
Susannah pulled out all the stops
in a bid to save him, taking him to a
physio and building him a specially
adapted wheelchair.
Ronnie even has
his own yoga mat
for his daily
exercise.
“Ronnie means so
much to me,”
explains Susannah,
who lives with her
husband Giles and
three children in
Oxfordshire.
“I hatched him
and his brother
Reggie under a hen.
“They grew up
quite naughty
ducks, chasing the
other chickens and
the dog. So we got
them some wives.
“I was totally
devastated when Reggie, and one
of the girls, were killed in the fox
attack, so I was determined to save
Ronnie in any way I could.
“After the attack, I did think it
would be a case of having him put
to sleep which was heartbreaking.
“But we wanted to give him
every chance, and the vet agreed
to give it a couple of days to see
what happened.
“Thankfully some feeling did
come back in his legs and feet and
so we agreed to give him pain relief
and get him some physio.
“The animal physiotherapist had
never seen a duck before, and tried
electro-magnetic therapy for his
ribs and when he regained his
strength he got on a treadmill a
few times which showed that he
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could do a stepping motion.
“We have had numerous vet
visits over the last few months, we
do daily exercises on his yoga mat,
he has daily swimming sessions in
the bath, and he has massage on
his feet and legs to help nerve
repair.
“I even built him his own set of
wheels, it’s basically a sling on
wheels, which you can push
around. It simulates the treadmill,
and also gives him support when
he is eating, washing
and preening
himself. It also gives
him social time with
the other ducks
without them
trampling on him.
“Making the
wheelchair was quite
a challenge, I have
only just got it to a
point where the
wheels don’t fall off
every time it moves.
“But he seems to
like it and often has
a little doze in it.
“He can’t push
Susannah
himself
along yet,
with Ronnie
although he can go
backwards. But it
really is good for supporting him
when his legs are tired.”
Due to his complex needs,
Susannah has had to take Ronnie
with her on trips as far away as
Cornwall and Bedfordshire and he
sleeps every night in the kitchen
with the family dog.
“It’s been a long road to
recovery,” adds Susannah.
“The attack left him seriously
injured but he has done amazingly
well, and defied the odds.
“I love him so very much, even
though he often bites me.
“He is a little hero, and this is
an amazing achievement for him
and a real honour. He captured
my heart a long time ago and it’s
just lovely that he captured the
hearts of the nation too.”

Watch the show on facebook live from noon today

