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Watch the show on facebook live from noon today

“We ask our members to attach 
notes of support for the rangers, 
which they do and it’s lovely to 
see how touched they are.

“We feel that the extra moral 
support is vital for these people 
on the front line.”

After Elisa’s knitting group 
rapidly expanded, she 
established the initiative as a 

registered charity in both the UK 
and South Africa, with the aim of 
also raising awareness about the 
poaching crisis.

Collectively the charity has 
raised more than £36,000 to 
provide feed and equipment not 
just for rhinos but also for 
anti-poaching dogs in the Kruger 
National Park and to support 

other wildlife centres in three 
continents caring for endangered 
animals.

And Elisa says it’s reaffirmed 
her faith in humanity.

“Being part of this group has 
made me realise there are a lot  
of really good people out there,” 
she says.

“Every day I’m surprised by 

NAME: Max 
AWARD: Hero animal
Police dog’s superb tracking skills found  
a missing mother and baby on the edge  
of a ravine on his very first shift

Max and his partner PC Peter Lloyd were on 
their first assignment together in August when 
they joined the search for a woman and her 
one-year-old child.

The pair had been missing for two days, and 
officers from Dyfed Powys Police were scouring 
the area where she was last seen, supported by 
Brecon Mountain Rescue and a National Police 
Air Support helicopter.

PC Lloyd says: “I met Max first in February 
this year. He was brought to us as a potential 
police dog and he was untrained at that time 
and had very basic commands. On our first 
shift together a report came in of a vulnerable 
female and young baby who had gone missing 
the previous day. They’d been missing for some 
time so there was big concern.

“There was a one-year-old baby, it wasn’t a 
warm day and at night the temperature had 
dropped considerably. She’d been out all night 
with the child. You do ramp up your search and 
give it that extra bit. His training is to search for 
open areas. We searched all sorts of terrain, 
ravines, valleys, lakes.”

Inspector Jonathan Rees-Jones says: “The 
woman had not been seen or spoken to for two 
days, which was out of character, and her 
phone wasn’t working. 

“Thanks to excellent work between teams, 
her car was quickly found on a mountain road. 

“Although this gave officers a location to 
search from, there was still a vast area to cover 
given the amount of time she had been 
missing. This is where PD Max’s tracking skills 
really came into play.”

After 90 minutes of searching, Max, a 
two-year-old German Shepherd cross, led PC 
Lloyd to the edge of a steep ravine, where the 
woman was waving and calling for help. 

Mother and baby were cold and tired, but 
otherwise unharmed.

PC Lloyd says: “Max remained focused 
throughout the long search and he proved 
invaluable when he reacted to the call for help 
which resulted in us locating them.

“What Max reacts to is listening to noises and 
voices. We were searching quite hard in a deep 
fern area and I thought I heard a little shout. 

“He spun his head, he looked up the bank 
and was very focused on where the shout came 
from. I reacted to that and then he guided me 
to where he thought it was and together we 
were able to locate them.”

He adds: “Max remained focused throughout 
the long search and he proved invaluable.

“Max had such a successful job on his first 
deployment, you’d never expect to have such a 
great result from him. It was a difficult search, a 
long search. We’re all so proud.”

Max honoured for 
search success

were appalling. Most of 
them were skeletal and 
covered in mange, on every 
street corner you’d see 
stray dogs,” he says. 

“We decided the only 
humane way we could do 
something about this was 
through large-scale 
sterilisation.”

They met a Dutch woman 
who had set up a charity 
called the Soi Dog 
Foundation and joined 
forces, deciding that the 
best long-term solution to 
the street dog and cat 
problem was a mass spay and neuter 
programme.

One year on they faced a heartbreaking 
setback – while rescuing a dog from a 
flooded field, Gill contracted a rare form of 
septicaemia and lost both her legs. 

But she continued to work alongside 
John, building a huge complex of shelters 
to help rescued dogs and establishing an 

overseas adoption programme. 
They were also among the first 

foreigners involved in drafting legislation 
to make it illegal to eat dog and cat meat. 

John adds: “We have grown a lot. During 
that time we’ve managed to achieve a lot 
of other things. Thailand now has an 
animal welfare bill and the consumption of 
dogs and cats is now illegal. 

Police 
dog Max 
and 
handler 
PC Peter 
Lloyd at 
Brecon 
Police 
Station

There have been more than 2,000 
handmade blankets for baby rhinos 
since the appeal started in 2016

NAME: Blankets for baby rhinos 
AWARD: special recognition

Tiny baby rhinos and 
other wildlife orphans are 
being helped to recover 
and stay warm thanks to 
a remarkable initiative 

launched in Britain.
Vet Elisa Best heard from 

friends in South Africa how baby 
rhinos arriving at animal 
orphanages were terrified, 
traumatised and often 
hypothermic due to the cold.

Together with a friend she 
launched an appeal on Facebook 
in 2016 for knitted squares in 
order to make blankets, but 
instead they found themselves 
inundated with a number of 
beautiful colourful blankets from 
all over the world.

Elisa, from Monmouth, says: “I 
was overwhelmed by the talent 
and good will. We soon had more 
than we needed for rhinos so 
branched out to other species.

“We have donated over 2,000 
handmade blankets since we 
started. We also make beanies, 
scarves and gloves for those out 
on patrol.

“The rangers in particular are 
touched to receive handmade 
goods often from very far away, 
many of them may never have left 
their local area, let alone the 
country and it means a great deal 
that someone on the other side of 
the world is thinking of them and 
grateful for what they do.

Craft conservation 
group supports 
wildlife orphanages 
and anti-poaching 
units by supplying 
knitted blankets

A good cause  
to throw some 
weight behind

Being part  
of this group 
has made  
me realise 
there are a  
lot of really 
good people 
out there

Vet Elisa Best

NAME: John and gill dalley 
AWARD: outstanding contribution

John and Gill’s amazing work helping stray dogs and cats on            Phuket’s streets

Driving force behind the Soi Dog 
Foundation, tackling the heartbreaking 
plight of street dogs and cats in Thailand

In 2003 there were an estimated 70,000 
strays living on the streets of Phuket in 
appalling conditions. 

John Dalley, then 53, and his late wife 
Gill, 44, had retired early to Thailand that 
year after falling in love with the country 
on their honeymoon. 

But far from taking it easy, they realised 
that the next chapter in their lives would 
involve helping thousands of street dogs 
and cats.

John and Gill were married in Thailand in 
1996, and returned on holiday in the 
following years. John says the couple 
would talk about trying to do something to 
help deal with the stray dog problem.

“In those days there were an estimated 
70,000 stray dogs, the conditions of them 

John with two of the 
dogs he has helped


